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Darren began his tenure 
as Senior Partner 
following the retirement 

of founding partners Jeremy 
Harbinson and Paul Mulholland 
in June. A partner himself in 
HM since 2008, Darren fully 
understands the values and ethos 
of the firm and is in no hurry to 
change its winning approach. 

“I’ve been here for 19 of the 
firm’s 20 years so I understand 
the appeal of HM for our clients 
and why, like me they have stayed 
with us. This was reinforced 
recently at a 20th anniversary 
events attended by over 200 
clients and friends of the firm 
including Richard Wigley of the 
Ulster Orchestra, and the Lord 
Chief Justice Sir Declan Morgan. 
The events were fantastic and 
underlined our core values of 
professional but extremely 
personal client service I was 
overwhelmed by the turnout and 
it certainly served to energize 
me stepping into my new role”. 

Backing HM talent 

Darren isn’t the only familiar 
HM face moving into a new 
position, Angela Craigan, who 
has been with HM for 17 years 
has been appointed as a partner. 
Angela worked closely with Paul 
Mulholland throughout her HM 
career and her promotion was 
viewed within the firm as a natural 
and deserved progression. 

Two others taking on more 
senior roles in recognition of their 
standing and expertise in their 
given fields are Mark Coleman 
and Vincent Bradley. Tax Director 
Mark  is another stalwart of the 

firm working in HM for 15 years. 
As well as dealing with the tax 
affairs of his own clients, Mark is 
frequently called upon and well 

able to deliver tax advice in a 
variety of commercial scenarios. 

Vincent equally has carved 
out a reputation in the specialist 
field of forensic accounting for 
his experience and ability when 
faced with complex criminal and 
commercial matters. Serving 
alongside Partner Brendan Dwyer 
for 15 years, Vincent showcased 
his capacity and expertise earlier 
this year when Brendan took ill 
suddenly when attending a BKR 
International Conference in London.  
It was a difficult time for the firm 
as a whole, no-one more so than 
Vincent, but he stepped up with no 
fuss to keep things on track until 

Brendan returned in March. With 
the duo now back to full strength 
Vincent will not only continue to 
build on his commercial and criminal 
litigation expertise but as a new 
father to a baby boy he might just 
have to master a few new skills! 

Darren commented; “It’s so 
rewarding and a source of real 
pride to offer opportunities for 
progression to talent nurtured 
within the firm – some of whom 
joined HM as graduate trainees! 
I know I speak for all the HM 
partners when I express our 
delight at welcoming Angela to the 
partnership and to Mark and Vincent 
as directors. I know the calibre of the 
team in HM and it gives me a great 
deal of confidence for the future”. 

Continuing the legacy

The firm Paul and Jeremy founded 
focused initially on forensic 
accounting and business advice, 
including audit and accounts, 
for local businesses. Today this 
continues and with our expanded 
team of 50 employees, including 7 
partners and  2 licensed insolvency 
practitioners, HM delivers a broad 
base of expertise to a mix of 
clients from small firms to large 
owner managed businesses 
across the province. As Darren 
says, “Ultimately the key to our 
service delivery is that we are small 
enough to offer a personal service 
and big enough to tap into a multi-
disciplinary range of skills when 
our clients need them. Family firms 
and SME’s, charities and knowledge 
economy businesses have become 
the bedrock of the HM client 
base along with established 
relationships in the legal sector 
for forensic accounting services. “ 

The breadth of experience within 
HM spans commercial acquisitions, 
due diligence, corporate recovery, 
personal and corporate tax, 
forensic accounting along with 
accounting and audit work. 

The HM focus for the last 20 
years has always been on providing 
excellent client service and this 
will continue long into the future.

Harbinson 
Mulholland:
20 years and counting

As Harbinson Mulholland (HM) turns 20, new Senior 
Partner Darren McDowell is enthusiastic about the 
Belfast based accountancy and advisory firm’s future.

For more information visit 
www.harbinson-mulholland.com

“ Ultimately the key to our service delivery 
is that we are small enough to offer a 
personal service and big enough to tap 
into a multi-disciplinary range of skills 
when our clients need them.”


