
Hosted by Harbinson Mulholland in partnership 
with Ulster University Business School 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
2018/2019



WELCOME
Welcome to the NI Family Business Forum 
(NI FBF) programme for 2018/19. As always, 
it is packed with a variety of innovative events 
and experiences that offer an opportunity 
to network and learn from your peers in the 
family business community. 

In November join us on the first NI FBF road 
trip. Guest’s will visit Moira to literally get a 
taste of the family business sector in this 
beautiful County Down village. If sampling 
award winning locally distilled vodka, followed 
by dinner in a gastropub described by the 
Belfast Telegraph as “a revelation” is up your 
street’, then this is the event for you.

You will notice many highlights in the 
programme, but I would draw your attention 
to the March 2019 event in The Merchant. 
We are delighted that Petra Wolsey Marketing 
Director of the Beannchor Group, owners of 
the Merchant, will deliver the keynote.

Petra is followed by a genuinely innovative 
presentation - actors from Real Learning 
Ltd will perform some classic family business 

scenarios. It’s a format we have used once 
before and well, people still talk about 
it today!

In putting together this programme we are 
consciously setting an optimistic tone. The 
ongoing lack of a devolved local government 
and local political leadership is a huge 
disadvantage with the pivotal event of 
Brexit visible on the horizon. But I have no 
doubt that family businesses will provide 
the platform for future stability and growth.  
HM remains committed to coming alongside 
the family business sector to offer support 
through both our practice and the Forum.  

The feedback we get from forum attendees 
is that it offers a sense of community and 
learning that is second to none. So I would 
encourage you to sample one of the events 
if you haven’t yet attended, we are 
stronger together. 

Darren McDowell, Senior Partner, 
Harbinson Mulholland and Chair 
of the NI Family Business Forum



Family Business – 
Right Up Your Street!
A road trip to visit three family  
businesses on Main St, Moira, Co. Down
Wednesday 7th November

Event Programme

In the heart of the Georgian village of 
Moira are several family businesses, 
all on one street.

The NI Family Business Forum are going 
to visit some of these businesses on our 
first ever road trip, giving our guests the 
opportunity to meet the owners and hear 
their stories first hand and network 
with guests.

And the stories will begin before we even 
get to Moira, courtesy of Caroline McComb 
of McComb’s Travel who will be sharing her 
family business story as we travel to Moira 
in style on one of McComb’s luxury coaches. 

On arriving in Moira, our first stop will be at 
Beaufort Interiors, award winning interior 
design specialists, founded by Ruth Wilson in 
1982. Ruth and her son Trevor will welcome 
us to their Showroom where will hear their
story and enjoy some afternoon refreshments. 
Ruth’s husband Robert is another family 
business owner in the village. Robert runs the 
Robert Wilson Estate Agency and Moira was 
his first of three offices when he started the 
business over 20 years ago. 

Our next stop will see us cross the road to 
The Stillhouse, a gastropub and distillery run 
by Stuart and Barbara Hughes who also own 
the RubyBlue Vodka brand and produce it on 
the premises.

Guests will enjoy a taste and tour at the 
Stillhouse “Spirit School” and be shown how 
the award winning Ruby Blue range is made, 
and enjoy a few samples!

When “Spirit School” finishes, we’ll finish with  
dinner in the Stillhouse, showcasing local 
produce with food which is gaining a great 
reputation despite only opening in October 
last year. 

Schedule

Coach picks up  2.30pm 
Belfast for Moira

Arrive Moira, afternoon  3.30pm
refreshments at Beaufort

Taste and Tour at Hughes 4.30pm  
Craft Distillery  

Dinner at the StillHouse  6.00pm

Coach Returns to Belfast 7.30pm

Cost per person is £65. 

 Due to the nature of this event,  
 places are strictly limited to 30  
 people – reserve your place now! 

Visit: www.nifamilybusinessforum.com 
or email Treena Clarke: 
tclarke@harbinson-mulholland.com

Limited 
Availability



5 Things I’ve learned  
From Running a Business 
with My Daughters
Meet the Kelly Family – Founders of Glandore, a dynamic 
Irish company providing workspace in Belfast, Dublin  
and Cork, led by three sisters and their father.
28th February 2019,  
Arthur House, Arthur Street, Belfast

On Arthur Street in Belfast, Glandore’s Arthur 
House and Arthur Place serviced offices and 
coworking spaces can accommodate up to 
600 people. These two family-run buildings 
offer fast-growing companies peace of mind 
that their space requirements can all be 
accommodated with maximum scalability 
and flexibility.

International companies who started their 
Irish operations in Glandore’s workspaces 
include Worldpay, Rapid 7, Facebook, Twitter 
and Dropbox. 

Michael Kelly founded the company in 2001 
when he noticed a gap in the market for 
flexible office space in Dublin. 

Michael’s three daughters, Fiona, Clare and 
Rebecca joined the business and are now 
directors of the company. Fiona leads the 
project management side of things; Clare 
focuses on business development and 
marketing, while Rebecca manages sales.

Guests are invited to the Glandore Building 
on Arthur Street to enjoy networking drinks 
and a light supper and hear Michael and his 
daughters share their family business story, 
the importance of relationships and 
working together. 

Schedule

Arrival Drinks and Networking 5.30pm

Presentation – Kelly Family 6.15pm

Light Supper 6.30pm

Finish 7.30pm

Cost per person is £35. 

Visit: www.nifamilybusinessforum.com 
or email Treena Clarke: 
tclarke@harbinson-mulholland.com



“Family Businesses are 
awesome but they’re 
also a pain in the a**”
 Keynote Speaker, Petra Wolsey, Director,  
 The Beannchor Group, who are one of the largest   
 independent owner/operators of bars, pubs,    
 restaurants and nightclubs in Ireland.

 The Merchant Hotel, Belfast, 27th March 2019

Petra is Marketing Director of The Beannchor 
Group, owners of The Merchant Hotel, Bullitt, 
Little Wing Pizzeria chain, The Dirty Onion, 
Yardbird, The National Grande Café and 
more besides. 

Petra manages a marketing team of six 
people and relishes the variety, creativity 
and of course challenge that her job brings. 
She sits on the board of Hospitality Ulster 
and also of Aware. She and her husband 
Bill have a 7-year-old daughter Caoilinn. 

Petra will give guests an insight into her 
business, the Beannchor Group and an honest 
account of the challenges that make family 
businesses awesome but also a pain the a**.

Back by Popular Demand

At a family business event in 2015, we had 
a team of professional actors take to the 
stage and watch them act out three typical 
scenarios from a family business.

This proved to be really informative and 
entertaining but also really useful as the 
businesses in the room where all given the 
opportunity to discuss the issues presented, 
looking at the business dilemmas and 
emotional dilemmas from each character
 
The three scenarios which will be played on 
stage are: The Generation Game, The New 
Generation and Sibling Rivalry. Actors Ciaran 
Bermingham (Game of Thrones) and Dominic 

McHale (The Young Offenders) playing two 
brothers struggling to get along. 

Schedule

Registration 3pm 
and Refreshments 

Welcome, Darren McDowell 3.30pm

Keynote Speaker 3.45pm

Short Break 4.30pm

Real Learning Session 4.45pm 
x three dilemmas with facilitation  
and discussion

Q&A, Closing Comments  5.45pm

Networking Drinks  6pm
on the roof garden

Dinner  7pm

Finish  8.30pm

Cost per person is £85. 

Reserve your place now!  

Visit: www.nifamilybusinessforum.com 
or email Treena Clarke: 
tclarke@harbinson-mulholland.com



Family Fortunes –  
A Next Gen Event
Game Playing and Networking  
for the next generation

Citigolf Belfast, 24th May 2019, 1.30pm-4.30pm

“Our survey says” that our forum guests would 
like more networking opportunities exclusively 
for the next generation, to get to know each 
other, learn and share experiences.

During this event, we will pit family business 
teams against each other, playing the 
traditional game of family fortunes on the 
big screens of Citigolf.

There will be lots of time for networking and 
enjoying some good food and drinks and a 
bit of craic on a Friday afternoon.

This session is open to the next gen, whether 
currently working in the business or not and 
you are also invited to join forces with other 
family businesses to work as a team of four 
to try and win the coveted, inaugural Family 
Fortunes Cup!

Schedule

Light Lunch   1.30pm 
Team Registration 

Game Playing  2.30pm 
& Networking

Finish  4.30pm

Cost per person is £100 per team of four.

Reserve your place now.

Visit: www.nifamilybusinessforum.com 
or email Treena Clarke: 
tclarke@harbinson-mulholland.com



Register
To register for events please visit: www.nifamilybusinessforum.com

Further Information
For more information and to keep in touch with us about our plans 
please contact Treena Clarke: tclarke@harbinson-mulholland.com

The NI Family Business Forum has been created as a hub for family 
firms to connect with each other, share experiences, exchange ideas 
and learn in a friendly and sociable setting.

The forum will host regular events exclusively for family owned 
businesses, providing an opportunity to meet other business owners, 
hear stories from guest speakers and benefit from the skills of experts 
in sector.

Each event will be focused on a specific theme, hosted in a private, 
confidential environment and reserved for family businesses only.

Centrepoint, 24 Ormeau Avenue, Belfast, BT2 8HS

T: 028 9044 5100  F: 028 9044 5101  E: info@harbinson-mulholland.com
www.harbinson-mulholland.com
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